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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Application Number 09/681, 760 was filed on 05/31/2001. Claims 1-22 are 
subject to examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Specification 

3. Claim 22 objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 22 is presented 
as being dependent upon claim 2. However, it seems it is intended to be dependent 
upon claim 1 1 since its limitations include data processing system readable medium. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have 
the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Parekh 
et al. (hereafter Parekh) (US 6, 757, 740) 

Referring to claim 1, 
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The reference teaches a method of profiling a user (Fig. 13) comprising: 

accessing first data (col. 15, lines 61-64) including a first identifier for the user, 
network addresses accessed by the user, and temporal information related to the user 
identifier and the network addresses (col.15, lines 65 through col. 16, line 1), wherein the 
first data is determined at a location remote from the user (col. 16, lines 1-6, lines 8-15); 

accessing second data including at least some of the network addresses and 
corresponding category information for each of the at least some of the network 
addresses (col. 16, line 6-8); and 

generating a user profile based at least in part on the first identifier, 
corresponding category information, and at least some of the temporal information 
(col.15, lines 65 through col. 16, line 1, col. 16, lines 24-28, Note:" This profile is stored 
as a series of preferences for or against predetermined categories.) 
Referring to claim 2, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein generating the user profile 
comprises: 

creating a table that includes a first column for user identifiers including the first 
identifier, a second column for the corresponding category information, and a third 
column for the at least some of the temporal information ((col.15, lines 65 through 
col. 16, line 1, col.16, lines 1-28); 

comparing data for the user (col. 16. lines 46-48, "Again though, the server 80 
looks in the geography database 84A and determines that he is from Atlanta, Ga.) 
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within the table to existing profiles including a first profile, and associating the user with 
the first profile, (col. 16, lines 46-57) 
Referring to claim 3, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising matching the network 
addresses that are common to the first and second data. (col. 15, lines 65 through 
col. 16, line 1, col. 16, lines 24-28, Note:" This profile is stored as a series of preferences 
for or against predetermined categories.) 
Referring to claim 4, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

selecting a first marketing information regarding an item, wherein selecting is 
based at least in part on the user profile; and 

sending the first marketing information to the user (col. 16, lines 46-57). 
Referring to claim 5, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 4, wherein: 

selecting is performed by a network access provider; and the first marketing information 
includes a banner advertisement that is to be displayed near a periphery of a view (col. 
3, lines 36-41 , "The web sites can selectively deliver content or advertising based on the 
geographic location of its visitors. The geographic location information can also be 
used in the routing of Internet traffic. A traffic manager associated with a number of 
web servers detects the geographic locations of its Internet visitors and routes the traffic 
to the closest server.") 
Referring to claim 6, 
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The reference teaches the method of claim 4, wherein: 

at least one of the network addresses corresponds to a network site is owned or 
controlled by a company that sells the item; and the first marketing information 
comprises an offer to sell the item. (col. 16, lines 29-65) 
Referring to claim 7, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 4, wherein: 

selecting comprises selecting the first marketing information and a second 
marketing information; and 

the method further comprises applying a filter, wherein: 
the second marketing information is filtered out and the first marketing information 
passes; and applying the filter is performed before sending, (col. 16, lines 29-65) 
Referring to claim 7, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising selling the user profile, 
(col. 14, lines 22-26, The geographic information can also be analyzed to effectively 
market the site to potential Internet site advertisers and external content providers or to 
provide media-rich content to users that have sufficient bandwidth.", note: This implies 
that the user profiles are sellable.) 
Referring to claim 9, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein: 

accessing the second data comprises accessing the corresponding category 
information from a third-party source (Fig. 13, element 60) e; and 
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the corresponding category information includes meta tags for the network 
addresses (col. 15, lines 61 through col. 16, line 1 /'In g ral, the profile server 80 and 
profile discovery server 90 gather information about specific IP addresses based upon 
the Internet users 1 interactions with the various web sites 60 and other requestors 40. 
This information includes, but is not limited to, the types of web sites 60 visited, pages 
hit such as sports sites, auction sites, news sites, e-commerce sites, geographic 
information, bandwidth information, and time spent at the web site 60.") 
Referring to claim 10, 

Claim 10 is a claim to a data processing system readable medium having code 
embodied therein, the code including instructions executable by a data processing 
system to cause the data processing system to perform methods of claim 1 . Therefore, 
claim 10 is rejected for the reasons set forth in above paragraph for claim 1 . 
Referring to claim 11, 

Claim 11 is a claim to a data processing system readable medium having code 
embodied therein, the code including instructions executable by a data processing 
system to cause the data processing system to perform methods of claim 2. Therefore, 
claim 1 1 is rejectee! for the reasons set forth in above paragraph for claim 2. 
Referring to claim 12, 

Claim 12 is a claim to a data processing system readable medium having code 
embodied therein, the code including instructions executable by a data processing 
system to cause the data processing system to perform methods of claim 3. Therefore, 
claim 12 is rejected for the reasons set forth in above paragraph for claim 3. 
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Referring to claim 13, 

Claim 13 is a claim to a data processing system readable medium having code 
embodied therein, the code including instructions executable by a data processing 
system to cause the data processing system to perform methods of claim 4. Therefore, 
claim 13 is rejected for the reasons set forth in above paragraph for claim 4. 
Referring to claim 14, 

Claim 14 is a claim to a data processing system readable medium having code 
embodied therein, the code including instructions executable by a data processing 
system to cause the data processing system to perform methods of claim 5. Therefore, 
claim 14 is rejected for the reasons set forth in above paragraph for claim 5. 
Referring to claim 15, 

Claim 15 is a claim to a data processing system readable medium having code 
embodied therein, the code including instructions executable by a data processing 
system to cause the data processing system to perform methods of claim 6. Therefore, 
claim 15 is rejected for the reasons set forth in above paragraph for claim 6. 
Referring to claim 16, 

Claim 16 is a claim to a data processing system readable medium having code 
embodied therein, the code including instructions executable by a data processing 
system to cause the data processing system to perform methods of claim 7. Therefore, 
claim 16 is rejected for the reasons set forth in above paragraph for claim 7. 
Referring to claim 17, 



Application/Control Number: 09/681 ,760 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2154 

Claim 17 is a claim to a data processing system readable medium having code 
embodied therein, the code including instructions executable by a data processing 
system to cause the data processing system to perform methods of claim 8. Therefore, 
claim 17 is rejected for the reasons set forth in above paragraph for claim 8. 
Referring to claim 18, 

Claim 18 is a claim to a data processing system readable medium having code 
embodied therein, the code including instructions executable by a data processing 
system to cause the data processing system to perform methods of claim 9. Therefore, 
claim 18 is rejected for the reasons set forth in above paragraph for claim 9. 
Referring to claims 19 and 20, 

The reference teaches the method of claim 2, wherein comparing data for the user 
within the table to existing profiles includes performing click stream analysis, and 
wherein comparing data for the user within the table to existing profiles includes: 

applying data mining rules to the data for the user to determine characteristics of 
the user; and comparing the characteristics of the user to characteristics included in the 
existing profiles, (col. 15, lines 61 through col. 16, line 1,"ln general, the profile server 80 
and profile discovery server 90 gather information about specific IP addresses based 
upon the Internet users' interactions with the various web sites 60 and other requestors 
40. This information includes, but is not limited to, the types of web sites 60 visited, 
pages hit such as sports sites, auction sites, news sites, e-commerce sites, geographic 
information, bandwidth information, and time spent at the web site 60.", col. 16, lines 29- 
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57, Note: As it is known, data mining actually discovers useful patterns and 
relationships within data.) 
Referring to claim 21, 

Claim 21 is a claim to a data processing system readable medium having code 
embodied therein, the code including instructions executable by a data processing 
system to cause the data processing system to perform methods of claim 19. Therefore, 
claim 21 is rejected for the reasons set forth in above paragraph for claim 19. 
Referring to claim 22, 

Claim 22 is a claim to a data processing system readable medium having code 
embodied therein, the code including instructions executable by a data processing 
system to cause the data processing system to perform methods of claim 20. Therefore, 
claim 22 is rejected for the reasons set forth in above paragraph for claim 20. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the Examiner. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3972. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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i n y^mmm patent examiner 
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